I BELIEVE IN JESUS CHRIST

John 3:14-18

INTRODUCTION


This is the second in a series of sermons on The Apostles’ Creed. We find in it a series of statements of what Christians have believed through the centuries. Even non-creedal Christians would have no problem with the statements contained in it, as long as they are not forced to swear allegiance to them in place of the Bible. The creed has a series of 12 statements based upon the work of the three persons of the Trinity. The date of this creed may go back to as early as the second century. Regardless of its date of origin, its statements are based upon the teachings of the Word of God. Today, we will consider belief in Jesus Christ.

I.  JESUS IS THE ONLY SON OF GOD THE FATHER.

1. This does not mean that God created Jesus as the first act of creation.
2. This does not mean that God created Jesus and then adopted Him as His Son.

3. It does mean that Jesus came into the world by a procreative act of God.
I believe that Jesus Christ is the only true Son of God!
II. JESUS IS OUR LORD.

1. This does not mean He is every person’s Lord, although He is Lord of all.

2. He is our Lord only if we have repented of sin and trusted in Him as our Savior.

3. He is our Lord only if we allow Him to live His life in & through us.

I believe that Jesus Christ is the only Lord, that there can be no other.
III. JESUS SUFFERED UNDER PONTIUS PILATE.


(I am purposely leaving out the next two phrases until next Sunday.)

1. He was not only the Son of God, or divine in nature.

2. He was also a man, or human in nature.

3. He was God in the flesh, the God-man, who suffered horribly at the hands of man.

I believe that Jesus Christ suffered for us when He was beaten and spat upon.

IV. JESUS WAS CRUCIFIED, DEAD, AND BURIED.

1. Jesus was nailed to the cross for our sins, in our place.

2. Jesus died on the cross for our sins, in our place.

3. Jesus was buried after Nicodemus & Joseph took His body down from the cross.

I believe in the crucifixion, the death, and the burial of Jesus Christ.
CONCLUSION


What a gracious God! What a Savior! We do not worship some weak God who is uninvolved with us. We worship a God who has come down to be one of us. God took upon Himself the form of man. Jesus Christ walked among us. He was one of us. He was in the flesh, just as we are. He was God! He was man! He was God-man! Therefore, I believe “in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord…who suffered under Pontius Pilate, & was crucified, dead, and buried.” What He did, He did for you & me. 
Illustration of the Art Collector and His Son’s Portrait


THE ART COLLECTOR AND HIS SON’S PORTRAIT

A wealthy man and his son loved to collect rare works of art, from Picasso to Raphael. They would often sit together and admire the masterpieces. The son went to Vietnam when the war broke out. He died in battle while rescuing another soldier. The father was notified and grieved deeply for his only son. About a month later, there was a knock at the door. A young man said, “Sir, you don’t know me; but I am the soldier for whom your son gave his life. He was carrying me to safety when a bullet struck him in the heart. He often talked about you, and your love for art.”

The young man held out a package. “I know this isn't much. I’m not really an artist, but I think your son would have wanted you to have this.” The father opened the package. It was a portrait of his son, painted by the young man. He thanked him and offered to pay for the picture. “Oh, no sir, I could never repay what your son did for me. It’s a gift.” 

The father hung the portrait over his mantle. Every time visitors came to his home he took them to see the portrait of his son before he showed them any of the other great works he had collected. 

The man died a few months later, and there was to be an auction of his paintings. Many people gathered, excited about seeing and bidding on the great paintings. On the platform sat the painting of the son. The auctioneer pounded his gavel. “We will start the bidding with this picture of the son. Who will bid for this picture?” There was silence. Then a voice shouted, “We want to see the famous paintings. Skip this one.” But the auctioneer persisted. “Who will start the bidding? $100, $200?” Another voice shouted angrily. “We didn’t come to see this painting. Bring on the masters!” But still the auctioneer continued. “The son! The son! Who’ll take the son?” Finally, a voice in the back offered $10. It was the longtime gardener of the man and his son. Being a poor man, it was all he could afford. “We have $10, who will bid $20?” The impatient crowd was becoming angry. The auctioneer pounded the gavel. “Going once, twice, SOLD for $10!” 

A man shouted, “Now let’s get on with the auction!” The auctioneer laid down his gavel. “I’m sorry; the auction is over. When I was called to conduct this auction, I was told of a secret stipulation in the will. I was not allowed to reveal it until now. Only the painting of the son would be auctioned. Whoever bought that painting would inherit the entire estate, including the paintings. The man who took the son gets every thing!” 

Similarly, the Son of God died for us, for our sins. When we repent and accept the Son and His saving death, we inherit the Kingdom of Heaven. We inherit all of the treasures of Heaven because of Jesus Christ! 



Oh, hallelujah! Oh, what a Savior! He gave His life’s blood for you and me. 



His hands were nail-scarred; His heart was broken! 


He gave His life’s blood on Calvary.
